
My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Saint Lazarus,

In a few days we enter into the most holy season of the Christian year - a week filled with the most wonderful 
liturgies through which we participate sacramentally in the saving action of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
except this year we can’t, we can’t  be present physically - the first time since these liturgies were established 
in their present form that the faithful have been absent. Our Chaplains, priests up and down the land and 
throughout the world will be celebrating these liturgies alone - in their specially adapted form for this year - 
but, taking you with them. It will be for them an unusual experience - please continue to hold them in your 
prayers. Now is the time for us to intensify out inner relationship with Christ.

I have included some reflections and prayers to use during Holy Week; they are based on the Orthodox cel-
ebration of Great and Holy Week. They at times focus on differing themes to the Latin celebrations, but I think 
they will deepen our understanding of the momentous events of this week.

It is my continued prayer that you are all well and coping with the restrictions placed upon our daily lives; 
Easter Day will be difficult enough without the celebrations of the Church, but made all the more difficult in 
that it will be for many without family and friends and sadly those who have died as a result of this present 
pestilence.

For me it has been a tradition that my Godchildren come for Easter - 8 of them! - but not this year.

If we are allowed back into society and our Churches by Pentecost we will have another of the Church’s 
great festivals to celebrate! Pentecost Day, like Easter Day, has a proper vigil, with extended readings, the 
blessing of water and the renewal of baptismal vows  - the completion of the Easter Season. Pray God we 
can join together in this.

I am grateful for the many messages I have received from members of the Order and the assurance of prayer 
they contained.

With every Blessing,

Fr Andrew
Chaplain General of the Grand Priory of England & Wales



Great and Holy Week

tHe Passion and resurrection of our lord and saviour Jesus cHrist:
an ortHodox PersPective

lazarus saturday

O Christ our God, You confirmed the resurrection of all before the time of your Passion by raising Lazarus from the dead. 
Therefore, we as children of Israel carry the symbols of victory and cry out to You, the Conqueror of Death: Hosanna in the 
highest! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.

Taking pity on the tears of Martha and Mary, O Christ our God, You ordered the stone to be rolled away from the tomb; by your 
call, You raised the dead man and broke the bolts of Hades to establish our faith in the life-giving resurrection of all. Glory to 
your power, O saviour; glory to your sovereign majesty; glory to You, for by your word, You uphold the whole world.

tHe entrance into Jerusalem

Carrying palms in spirit and with our souls purified, as the children of old, let us praise Christ in faith; and let us sing to Him with 
a full voice:
Blessed are You, O saviour, who comes into this world to save Adam from the ancient curse, and who have willed to become the 
new spiritual Adam. O Word, You have fulfilled all things for our salvation, glory to You.

O peoples and nations, sing with one voice:
The King of the angels comes, seated upon the colt of a donkey, to conquer the Enemy by the power of the Cross. The children 
carry palms and cry out to Him: Glory, victory and welcome; glory to You, O Christ our  saviour; glory and praise to our only God!



Great and Holy monday

Behold, the Bridegroom is coming in the middle of the night. Blessed is the servant He shall find awake. But the one He shall find 
neglectful will not be worthy of Him. Beware, therefore, O my soul! Do not fall into a deep slumber, lest you be delivered to death 
and the door of the Kingdom be closed to you. Watch instead, and cry out: Holy, Holy, Holy are You, O God. Through the interces-
sion of the Mother of God, have mercy on us.

Today, the Holy Passion rises like a light of salvation upon the world; for Christ, who loves us, is going to his suffering, and He who 
holds the universe in his hands, is willingly nailed to the Cross for the salvation of the human race.

Great and Holy tuesday

O my poor soul, why are you listless and concerned with vain cares? Why do you think about those things which only pass away? 
Behold, the final hour is here, and we must separate ourselves from the things of this life. Wake up while there is still time, and cry 
to the Lord: I have sinned against You; do not uproot me as the sterile fig tree. In your mercy, spare me, O Lord, and behold my 
fear. Grant that we be not left outside the bridal chamber of Christ.

You said to your disciples, O God most good; Be vigilant, for you do not know the time of the coming of the Lord.

At your awesome and second coming, O Master, place me at your right side with your sheep, and do not consider the multitude of 
my sins.



Great and Holy Wednesday

Today Christ comes to the house of the Pharisee, and the sinful woman falls at his feet; she bows before Him and says: Behold I 
am drowning in the abyss of sin; I have lost all hope because of my deeds; in your goodness, do not turn away from me; grant me 
forgiveness, O Lord, and save me.

She who was rejected because of her life, and who was accepted because of her conversion, came to You, bearing myrrh, and say-
ing: Do not cast me out, for I am a wretched one, O Son of the Virgin; do not despise my tears, O Joy of the angels; but receive 
me in repentance, and in your goodness, accept me, a sinful one.

Great and Holy tHursday

United by the bond of love, the apostles let their feet be washed by Christ, the Lord of the universe; and thus they became the 
brilliant messengers, proclaiming to the world the Gospel of peace.

Judas, the deceitful servant, when he stretched his hand secretly and took bread, did therefore take the price of Him who made 
humanity with his own hands, thus remaining reprobate.

Let us draw near to the mystical table in fear, and let us purify our hearts to receive the Bread. Let us remain with the Master to 
see Him wash and dry the feet of his disciples. Let us in turn do the same, submitting to one another, and let us wash the feet of 
each other; for Christ told his disciples to do this; but Judas did not listen, thus remaining reprobate.



Great and Holy friday

Today Judas watches to deliver the Lord, the world’s eternal Saviour who satisfied the multitudes with five loaves. Today that lawless 
one denies his Teacher; the disciple sells his Master. He loved silver more than Him who satisfied us with manna.

When You voluntarily went to your Passion, You said to your disciples, O Lord: You could not watch one hour with Me; how can 
you say that you will die with Me? Behold, Judas the traitor, does not sleep; he hastens to deliver Me to the impious ones. Arise and 
pray that none of you denies Me when you see Me hanging on the Cross. O long-suffering Lord, glory to You!

Great and Holy saturday

By being covered with the dust of the earth, You renew the nature of mortals, O Creator; the tomb and the winding-sheet reveal your 
deepest mystery, O Word; the noble counsellor renders present the counsel of your eternal Father, who renews me in this wondrous 
way through You.

By your death, You transform that which is mortal; by your burial, You transform that which is corruptible; by your divinity, You 
draw us up from the abyss. For, that which You assume, You make immortal; your flesh, O Master, did not undergo corruption, and 
your soul did not remain in Hades where You were a stranger.



Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death,
 and upon those in the tombs bestowing life.

Let God arise, let His enemies be scattered; 
let those who hate Him flee before Him. 

As smoke is driven away, so drive them away; 
as wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish 

at the presence of God.

Jesus Christ is risen today; alleluia!
Our triumphant holy day; alleluia!
Who did once, upon the cross, alleluia!
Suffer to redeem our loss, alleluia!

Hymns of praise then let us sing, alleluia! 
Unto Christ, our heavenly King, alleluia!
Who endured the cross and grave, alleluia!
Sinners to redeem and save, alleluia!

But the pains that he endured, alleluia!
Our salvation have procured, alleluia!
Now above the sky he’s King, alleluia!
Where the angels ever sing, alleluia!



V. Regina caeli, laetare, alleluia.
R. Quia quem meruisti portare, alleluia.
V. Resurrexit, sicut dixit, alleluia.
R. Ora pro nobis Deum, alleluia.

V. Gaude et laetare, Virgo Maria, alleluia.
R. Quia surrexit Dominus vere, alleluia.

Oremus.

Deus, qui per resurrectionem Filii tui, 
Domini nostri Iesu Christi, 
mundum laetificare dignatus es: praesta, quaesumus; 
ut per eius Genetricem Virginem Mariam, 
perpetuae capiamus gaudia vitae. 
Per eundem Christum Dominum nostrum. 

Amen.

V. Joy to thee, O Queen of Heaven, alleluia.
R. He whom thou wast meet to bear, alleluia. 
V. As he promised hath arisen alleluia.
R. Pour for us to God thy prayer, alleluia.

V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia. 
R. For the Lord is risen indeed, alleluia.

Let us pray.

O God, who through the resurrection of Thy Son,  
our Lord Jesus Christ, didst vouchsafe to give joy to 
the world: grant, we beseech thee, that through His 
Mother, the Virgin Mary, we may obtain the joys of 
everlasting life.

Amen.

Through  Christ our Lord.




