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Advent Meditation 
Rorate, cæli, desuper, et nubes pluant iustum.  Aperiatur terra, et germinet Salvatorem. 

 

 
 

The Advent Pantocrator 
I saw, just over a week ago, on social 
media a photograph of an attic hatch 
with the explanation “For those who 
want to see my Christmas tree” and, a 
further note, “Advent is not Christmas” 
– quite right, it is not. 
As vicar of a parish I was something of 
an Advent zealot, holding at bay all 
requests from the long-suffering 
faithful for “Away in a manger” and the 
like before 3pm December 24th, much 
preferring “Death, Judgement, Heaven 
and Hell.” Life would have been easier 
had there not been exceptions to this 
rule. 

The parish church hosted during 
Advent organisations that would not 
have been meeting for the Feast of the 
Nativity but nonetheless wanted to 
celebrate together – Guides, Scouts, 
schools and others. For those occasions 
the church was decorated festively, the 
traditional carols and readings were 

heard with much affection then all was 
quickly packed away again and Advent 
was restored until the proper time, the 
Solemnity of Our Lord’s Nativity.  

There is, I believe, good reason for 
holding on to Advent (Lent and Easter 
too) because it gives us the opportunity 
to, as the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church tells us, “re-read and re-live the 
great events of salvation history in the 
“today” of the Church’s liturgy.” With 
our forefathers in the Faith we learn 
again to long for His coming; in the 
prayer and penance of Advent and it’s 
hope and joy too, we prepare and long 
for His coming in the flesh and His 
coming as our Judge and Redeemer. 
“Stir up Thy power, we beseech Thee, 
O Lord, and come.” 

Of course, in my zeal for a properly kept 
Advent it is worth remembering that the 
grace that inspires this longing, this 
yearning for His coming, is the gift of 
him who comes to me in Word and 
Sacrament day by day. 

As to those moments when I have to 
briefly step outside Advent in 
anticipation of Christmas, it is worth 
remembering the example of St 
Elizabeth and St John Baptist: “When 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 
child in her womb leaped for joy” and 
Elizabeth greeted Our Lady as the 
“Mother of my Lord” and it wasn’t even 
Christmas. 

May we always long to greet Jesus with 
the same joy. 

With my prayers and best wishes for 
Advent and Christmas.  

The Very Rev’d David Canon 
Hathaway SChLJ, 

Assistant Commandery Chaplain. 


