
Joint statement of the archbishops of canterbury and york

The horrific and unprovoked attack on Ukraine is an act of great evil.  

Placing our trust in Jesus Christ, the author of peace, we pray for an urgent ceasefire and a withdrawal of 
Russian forces.  We call for a public decision to choose the way of peace and an international conference to 
secure long term agreements for stability and lasting peace.

We invite Christians to make this Sunday a day for prayer for Ukraine, Russia and for peace. 

We also give our support to the call from Pope Francis for a global day of prayer and fasting for peace on Ash 
Wednesday, March 2.”

I have selected a few prayers, many from the Orthodox tradition for use during this time of war. We can join 
in with the Pope’s request to  fast and pray on Ash Wednesday as we begin our journey in Lent to the Life 
Giving events of Holy Week and Easter.  Part of our Lenten work could be to pray for peace not only in the 
Ukraine but through out the world. 

We need too, to pray for the peoples of Russia, who have been drawn into this conflict - for many against their 
will and desire.

prayers for ukraine

prayer for peace

 We fly to Your patronage,
 O Virgin Mother of God.
 Despise not our prayers in our needs,
 but deliver us from all dangers,
 since you alone are pure and blessed.
 O most glorious Ever-Virgin Mary,
 the Mother of Christ our God,
 accept our prayers and present them to
 Your Son and our God,
 that for the sake of you,
 He enlighten and save our souls.



prayer for peace

 We fly to Your patronage,
 O Virgin Mother of God.
 Despise not our prayers in our needs,
 but deliver us from all dangers,
 since you alone are pure and blessed.
 O most glorious Ever-Virgin Mary,
 the Mother of Christ our God,
 accept our prayers and present them to
 Your Son and our God,
 that for the sake of you,
 He enlighten and save our souls.

mother of God at hrushiv

for the armed forces and peoples of ukraine:

 St. Michael the Archangel,
 defend us in battle.
 Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil.
 May God rebuke him, we humbly pray,
 and do thou,
 O Prince of the heavenly hosts,
 by the power of God,
 thrust into hell Satan,
 and all the evil spirits,
 who prowl about the world
 seeking the ruin of souls. Amen. .



our lady of pochaev.

 Our Lady of Pochaev, 
 protectress of Ukraine and the Ukrainian people, 
 pray for Ukraine! 
 All Holy, most blessed and glorious Mary, 
 Mother of God and our Mother, we come to you today. 
 We turn ourselves to you and petition you. 
 For us who fall down before you - 
 Enlighten our hearts to thoughts of piety, 
 and raise a prayer to your Son to save our souls!



John 14.27

 Peace I leave with you, 
 my peace I give to you. 
 I do not give to you as the world gives. 
 Do not let your hearts be troubled
  and do not let them be afraid.

The Archbishops of Canterbury and York share a message about Ukraine

Many of us will have troubled hearts as we watch with horror the attack by Russia on Ukraine. As we have 
already said, this attack is an act of evil, imperilling as it does the relative peace and security that Europe 
has enjoyed for so long. The attack by one nation on a free, democratic country has rightly provoked outrage, 
sanctions and condemnation.

We lament with the people of Ukraine, and we pray for the innocent, the frightened and those who have lost 
loved ones, homes, and family.

We continue to call for a ceasefire and the withdrawal of Russian forces as well as wide-ranging efforts to 
ensure peace, stability and security.

These events remind us powerfully that peace is precious and it is fragile. In Chapter 14 of John’s Gospel, 
Jesus speaks to his disciples at the Last Supper and he leaves them his peace. This is not a mere greeting, but 
rather something deep and abiding. This peace is something that only Jesus gives; for it is a gratuitous gift, 
a way of living, something to be received for the gift of peace is the gift of Jesus himself. That is why the Lord 
is able to offer reassurance to our hearts, why those who receive the gift of the peace of Jesus Christ at the 
deepest of levels should not be afraid.

Peace, therefore, is so much more than the absence of war. It is a gift, and it is also a decision, a gift that must 
be received. It is a choice we make that shapes the way we live well alongside each other. It characterises our 
relationship with God. It comes into being by seeking justice.

In these days of uncertainty and fear, we pray that each of us might again turn to the Lord and receive God’s 
gift of peace, work for God’s justice, know God’s reconciliation and love, and choose paths not of hatred or 
destruction, of violence or retribution, but God’s way of justice, mercy and peace.

As Christians, our response to a crisis must always be rooted in prayer. And so we invite you to join with us in 
praying most earnestly for an outpouring of the Spirit of God, that the world may once again choose peace, 
strengthening those international bodies that enable us to work and live together as one humanity inhabiting 
one world.

We pray for those in Ukraine who suffer grievously, for all who take decisions around the world, and for the 
people and leaders of Russia too.



intercession

 In peace let us pray to the Lord.

 We pray for the leaders of the nations,
 that you will guide them in the ways of freedom, justice and truth.
 Lord, in your mercy
 hear our prayer.

 We pray for those who bear arms on behalf of the nation,
 that they may have discipline and discernment,
 courage and compassion.
 Lord, in your mercy
 hear our prayer.

 We pray for our enemies, and those who wish us harm,
 that you will turn the hearts of all to kindness and friendship.
 Lord, in your mercy
 hear our prayer.

 We pray for the wounded and the captive,
 the grieving and the homeless,
 that in all their trials they may know your love and support.
 Lord, in your mercy
 hear our prayer.

 Most holy God and Father,
 hear our prayers for all who strive for peace
 and all who fight for justice.
 Help us, who today remember the cost of war,
 to work for a better tomorrow;
 and, as we commend to you lives lost in terror and conflict,
 bring us all, in the end, to the peace of your presence;
 through Christ our Lord.
 Amen.

 Almighty God,
 from whom all thoughts of truth and peace proceed:
 kindle, we pray, in the hearts of all, the true love of peace
 and guide with your pure and peaceable wisdom
 those who take counsel for the nations of the earth
 that in tranquillity your kingdom may go forward,
 till the earth is filled with the knowledge of your love;
 through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
 who is alive and reigns with you,
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
 one God, now and for ever.



 Loving God,
 We pray for the people of Ukraine,
 for all those suffering or afraid,
 that you will be close to them and protect them.

 We pray for world leaders,
 for compassion, strength and wisdom to guide their choices.

 We pray for the world
 that in this moment of crisis,
 we may reach out in solidarity
 to our brothers and sisters in need.

 May we walk in your ways
 so that peace and justice
 become a reality for the people of Ukraine
 and for all the world.

 Amen.
   

   Our Father, who art in heaven,
   hallowed be thy name;
   thy kingdom come;
   thy will be done;
   on earth as it is in heaven.
   Give us this day our daily bread.
   And forgive us our trespasses,
   as we forgive those who trespass against us.
   And lead us not into temptation;
   but deliver us from evil.

The Rev’d Canon A G Stevens Chaplain-General


